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SUBJECT: THE NEXT TWO BY-ELECTIONS: RIPON AND ISLE OF 
ELY 

1. THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE DEFENDING TWO NORMALLY SAFE 
CONSERVATIVE SEATS AT BY-ELECTIONS IN RIPON AND ISLE 

OF ELY TOMORROW, BUT PUNDITS ARE CAREFULLY DECLINING TO 
FORECAST THE RESULTS. DESPITE UNSEEMLY HASTE BY THE 
CONSERVATIVES IN CALLING THE ELECTIONS (THE WRIT FOR 
RIPON WAS ISSUED WITHIN THREE WEEKS OF THE DEATH OF THE 
INCUMBENT), THE LIBERALS HAVE MANAGED TO MOUNT BIG 
ENOUGH CAMPAIGNS TO THROW AT LEAST ONE OF THE OUTCOMES 
INTO DOUBT. 

2. SIR HARRY LEGGE-BOURKE HELD ISLE OF ELY FOR THE 
CONSERVATIVES FROM 1945 UNTIL HIS DEATH LAST MAY. AT 
THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION, IN A STRAIGHT FIGHT WITH 
LABOR, HE POLLED 60 OF THE VOTE AND HAD A MAJORITY 
OF 9,600. THE LIBERALS HELD THE SEAT FROM 1929-1945. 

THEY LAST CONTESTED IT IN 1966 WHEN THEY CUT THE CONSER 
VATIVE LEAD OVER LABOR TO 1,750. THE LABOR VOTE HAS 
REMAINED REMARKABLY CONSTANT OVER THE PAST SIX ELECTIONS 
AND THERE IS A REAL CHANCE THAT LIBERAL INROADS INTO 

THE CONSERVATIVE VOTE TOMORROW COULD GIVE THE SEAT TO 
LABOR. 

3. THE CANDIDATES ARE JOHN STEVENS (CONSERVATIVE), A 
LONDON STOCKBROKER AND FORMER PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO 
HEATH; BARRY YOUNG (LABOR), A PHARMACEUTICAL REPRESEN- 
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(LIBERAL), TELEVISION FUNNYMAN AND GOURMET. 

4. RIPON, LIKE ELY, IS A SCATTERED RURAL CONSTITUENCY. 

SIR MALCOLM STODDART-SCOTT HELD IT FROM ITS FORMATION IN 
1950 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN JUNE. AT THE LAST GENERAL 
ELECTION, IN A THREE-CORNERED FIGHT, HE POLLED 60 OF 
THE VOTE AND HAD A MAJORITY OF 12,000. THE LIBERALS 
PLACED THIRD. THEY HOPE TO PLACE SECOND TOMORROW AND 
ARE EVEN TALKING BRAVELY OF TAKING THE SEAT, BUT THAT 
SEEMS SCARCELY LIKELY. 

5. THE CANDIDATES ARE DR. KEITH HAMPSON (CONSERVATIVE), 

A HISTORIAN AND PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO HEATH AT THE LAST 
GENERAL ELECTION; DAVID ENGLISH (LABOR), A POLITICAL 
JOURNALIST; DAVID AUSTICK (LIBERAL), A LEEDS BOOKSELLER 
AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR; AND REGINALD SIMMERSON, A 
PERENNIAL CONSERVATIVE ANTI-EC, ANTI-IMMIGRATION CANDI- 
DATE WHO IS NOT TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 
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